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In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it 

is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week 
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return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and 

taste his presence, and offering us his peace. 
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  We pray that as 

God speaks to us in worship we will be nurtured in Christian faith and equipped for our 

life of serving love and justice in the world. 

 

 
 

 

St. John’s Prayer Chain members pray for your concerns confidentially each day for a 

week.  Request prayers by contacting the Church Office (info@stjohnsemmaus.org or 

610-965-9885) or coordinator Faith Drescher (fdresch@ptd.net or 610- 966-5321). 

 

 
 

Please remember hospitalized members and friends of St. John’s in your prayers of 

concerns and with a card.   

 

 

 
 

Let us pray . . .  

for our ELCA and our Presiding Bishop, The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton; 

for our Northeastern PA Synod and our Bishop, The Rev. Christopher deForest; 

for our Lehigh Mission District and our Dean, The Rev. Nelson Quinones. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“Let your Roots grow down into Him, let your Lives be built on him. 

Then your Faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and 

you will overflow with Thankfulness.” 

 

                                                                                     Colossians 2:7   

mailto:info@stjohnsemmaus.org
mailto:fdresch@ptd.net
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C=Congregation         A=Assisting Minister        P=Presiding Minister 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE    

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PASSING OF THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 

P In the name of the Father, 

     and of the ☩ Son, 

     and of the Holy Spirit. 

     Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 

our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly stands. 

 
 

 

GATHERING SONG                    “The Day of Resurrection!”                           Hymn  361 

The assembly stands to sing. 

 

 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your 

risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to 

be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING                                                           Acts 5:27-32 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His response to 

the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through 

repentance. 
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27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high 

priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet 

here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this 

man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 

than any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had 

killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior 

that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to 

these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

           

After the reading: 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:                                                 Psalm 118:14-29 
You are my God, and I will exalt you. (Ps. 118:28) 

 

 
14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

 22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
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 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 25Hosanna! O LORD, save us! 

  We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!  

 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; 

  we bless you from the house of the LORD. 

 27The LORD is God and has given us light. 

  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 

 28You are my God, and I will thank you; 

  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 

 29Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever.      

     

SECOND READING                                                            Revelation 1:4-8 
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian prophet 

named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time. 

 
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from 

the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 

the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 

 even those who pierced him; 

  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is 

to come, the Almighty. 

  

  After the reading: 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 
 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                         John 20:19-31 
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful 

disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the 

resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.” 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 

 

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
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 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 

Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.       

 

         

After the reading: 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON Pastor Jeffrey Carstens 

Silence for reflection 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY               “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing!”              Hymn 389 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

 

 

RITE OF WELCOME FOR A NEW MEMBER (see insert) 

 

The 8:00 service continues with the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

The 10:30 service continues with the Rite of Welcome for a New Member. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

P Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 

church, people in need, and all of creation. 

Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness to go 

and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our salvation and 

life. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with your 

creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural world. 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By 

your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. God, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Uphold your children who cry out to you. Wherever people are overcome by the fear of 

death, breathe into them your life and peace. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise. With joyful motion and sound, 

send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as Lord 

and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. God, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying “Peace be with 

you” or similar words. 

The assembly remains standing. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P On the night in which he was betrayed,  

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

      broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

      Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

      Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

      and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

      This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

      shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

      Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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COMMUNION 

P God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to receive it. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  We 

believe and teach that in the Holy Communion the crucified and risen Christ is present, 

giving his true body and blood as food and drink.  This real presence is a mystery. 
  
 Those who for reasons of health do not drink wine, commune fully when receiving only 
the bread.  In partaking of either element (bread or wine), the whole Christ is received.  
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome at the altar 
to receive a blessing. 
 
To receive the Sacrament, please follow the directions of an usher to the front of the 

church via the center aisle.  Receive the host from the pastor.  Step to the side and take 

an empty cup from the tray, then receive the wine from the Communion Assistant.  Return 

to your pew via the side aisle, placing your used cup in the waste basket.   
 
Persons who are not able to come to the altar are invited to sit in the first pew on the 
pulpit side where the Pastor will commune you.  Please notify an usher. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN                       “We Walk by Faith”                                 Hymn 635 
   
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

 grace. 

C Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER 

A We give you thanks, generous God, 

for in this bread and cup 

we have tasted the new heaven and earth 

where hunger and thirst are no more. 

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

P God, the Author of life, 

Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

  

 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

 
 

 

SENDING SONG                         “Thine Is the Glory”                                       Hymn 376 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

A  Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                        
 

 



 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical Texts and Music 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21632.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701077 




