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As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than 

owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. 

“Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the 

generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we 

have everything we need. 
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  We pray that as 

God speaks to us in worship we will be nurtured in Christian faith and equipped for our 

life of serving love and justice in the world. 

 

 
 

 

St. John’s Prayer Chain members pray for your concerns confidentially each day for a 

week.  Request prayers by contacting the Church Office (info@stjohnsemmaus.org or 

610-965-9885) or coordinator Faith Drescher (fdresch@ptd.net or 610- 966-5321). 

 

 
 

Please remember hospitalized members and friends of St. John’s in your prayers of 

concerns and with a card.   

 

 

 
 

Let us pray . . .  

for our ELCA and our Presiding Bishop, The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton; 

for our Northeastern PA Synod and our Bishop, The Rev. Christopher deForest; 

for our Lehigh Mission District and our Dean, The Rev. Nelson Quinones. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“All Christians are but God’s Stewards. Everything we have is 

on loan from the Lord, entrusted to us for a while to use in 

serving Him.” 

                                                                     John MacArthur 

mailto:info@stjohnsemmaus.org
mailto:fdresch@ptd.net
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C=Congregation         A=Assisting Minister        P=Presiding Minister 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE    

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PASSING OF THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 

P In the name of the Father, 

     and of the ☩ Son, 

     and of the Holy Spirit. 

     Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 

our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

GATHERING SONG                   “Lord God, We Praise You”                       Hymn 558 

The assembly stands to sing. 

 

 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep 

our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace 

revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING                                                           Exodus 32:7-14         

 7The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out 

of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the 

way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have 
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worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 

you up out of the land of Egypt!'" 9The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, 

how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against 

them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation." 
11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why does your wrath 

burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 

power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent 

that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the 

face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring 

disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you 

swore to them by your own self, saying to them, 'I will multiply your descendants like the 

stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and 

they shall inherit it forever.'" 14And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that 

he planned to bring on his people. 

 

After the reading: 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:                                             Psalm 37:30-34, 39-40 

 30The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom, 

 and their tongues speak justice. 

 31The law of their God is in their hearts; 

 their steps do not slip. 

 32The wicked watch for the righteous, 

 and seek to kill them. 

 33The LORD will not abandon them to their power, 

 or let them be condemned when they are brought to trial. 

 34Wait for the LORD, and keep to his way, 

 and he will exalt you to inherit the land; 

 you will look on the destruction of the wicked. 

 39The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; 

 he is their refuge in the time of trouble. 

 40The LORD helps them and rescues them; 

 he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them, 

 because they take refuge in him. 
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SECOND READING                                                          Ephesians 4:29-5:2                  

29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as 

there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve 

the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of 

redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and 

slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 1Therefore be imitators of God, as 

beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.         

  After the reading: 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                 Mark 3:1-6 

1Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 2They 

watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse 

him. 3And he said to the man who had the withered hand, "Come forward." 4Then he said 

to them, "Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?" But 

they were silent. 5He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness 

of heart and said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand 
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was restored. 6The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians 

against him, how to destroy him. 

 

After the reading: 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

SERMON Pastor Jeff Carstens 

Silence for reflection 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY               “Our Father, by Whose Name”                         Hymn 640 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

P As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for 

baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all 

those who share your good news with the world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. 

Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to 

develop sustainable practices. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion 

so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous 

leaders and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic 

and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing 

banks, and emergency shelters. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the 

proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness 

of those who have gone before us, and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has 

no end. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 

these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying “Peace be with 

you” or similar words. 

The assembly remains standing. 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P On the night in which he was betrayed,  

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

      broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

      Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

      Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

      and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

      This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

      shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

      Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

P God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to receive it. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  We 

believe and teach that in the Holy Communion the crucified and risen Christ is present, 

giving his true body and blood as food and drink.  This real presence is a mystery. 
  
 Those who for reasons of health do not drink wine, commune fully when receiving only 
the bread.  In partaking of either element (bread or wine), the whole Christ is received.  
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome at the altar 
to receive a blessing. 
 
To receive the Sacrament, please follow the directions of an usher to the front of the 

church via the center aisle.  Receive the host from the pastor.  Step to the side and take 

an empty cup from the tray, then receive the wine from the Communion Assistant.  Return 

to your pew via the side aisle, placing your used cup in the waste basket.   
 
Persons who are not able to come to the altar are invited to sit in the first pew on the 
pulpit side where the Pastor will commune you.  Please notify an usher. 
 
During this period of online worship, we invite you to participate in communion in your 

own home as the Pastor shares communion with you. 
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COMMUNION HYMN              “Bread of Life from Heaven”                        Hymn 474 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

 grace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER 

A God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

P God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 

bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 
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THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

 
 

 

SENDING SONG           “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”                    Hymn 676  

 

DISMISSAL 

A  Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical Texts and Music 
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