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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  We pray that as 

God speaks to us in worship we will be nurtured in Christian faith and equipped for our 

life of serving love and justice in the world. 

 

 
 

 

St. John’s Prayer Chain members pray for your concerns confidentially each day for a 

week.  Request prayers by contacting the Church Office (info@stjohnsemmaus.org or 

610-965-9885) or coordinator Faith Drescher (fdresch@ptd.net or 610- 966-5321). 

 

 
 

Please remember hospitalized members and friends of St. John’s in your prayers of 

concerns and with a card.   

 

 

 
 

Let us pray . . .  

for our ELCA and our Presiding Bishop, The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton; 

for our Northeastern PA Synod and our Bishop, The Rev. Christopher deForest; 

for our Lehigh Mission District and our Dean, The Rev. Nelson Quinones. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging.  

If it is giving, give generously.  

If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. 

 And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.” 

 

Romans 12:8 

 

   

mailto:info@stjohnsemmaus.org
mailto:fdresch@ptd.net
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C=Congregation         A=Assisting Minister        P=Presiding Minister 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE    

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PASSING OF THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands.  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 who alone does wonders, 

 who lifts up the lowly, 

      who fills the hungry with good things. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P God for whom we wait, 

C in the presence of one another, 

   we confess our sin before you. 

     We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

     We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

     We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

     We fear those different from ourselves. 

     We forget that we are your children 

     and turn away from your love. 

     Forgive us, Blessed One, 

     and assure us again of your saving grace. 

     Amen. 
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P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

   Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

      ☩ your sins are forgiven. 

      You are children of the Most High, 

      inheritors of the eternal promise, 

      and recipients of divine mercy. 

     God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING SONG                     “What Is This Place”                                     Hymn 524         

The assembly stands to sing. 
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GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our nature 

by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your glory, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING                                                        Jeremiah 17:5-10 
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that contrast two ways 

of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in our life. Life without God 

brings a curse, the power of death. 

 

 
5Thus says the LORD: 

 Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

  and make mere flesh their strength, 

  whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 

 6They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

  and shall not see when relief comes. 

 They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

  in an uninhabited salt land. 

 

 7Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 

  whose trust is the LORD. 

 8They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

  sending out its roots by the stream. 

 It shall not fear when heat comes, 

  and its leaves shall stay green; 

 in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

  and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

 

 9The heart is devious above all else; 

  it is perverse— 

  who can understand it? 
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 10I the LORD test the mind 

  and search the heart, 

 to give to all according to their ways, 

  according to the fruit of their doings.  
    
After the reading: 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:                                                           Psalm 1 
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3) 

 

 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  

 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with 

leaves that do not wither; 

  everything they do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

     

SECOND READING                                                   1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been raised, those 

who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death. 

 
12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is 

no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not 

been raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain 

and your faith has been in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because 

we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead 

are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ 

has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also 

who have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we 

are of all people most to be pitied. 
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  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

died.   

  After the reading: 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                               Luke 6:17-26 
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and demands of 

discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes 

of God. 

 
17[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of 

his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of 

Tyre and Sidon.18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those 

who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to 

touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 

  20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
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 “Blessed are you who are poor, 

  for yours is the kingdom of God. 

 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

  for you will be filled. 

 “Blessed are you who weep now, 

  for you will laugh. 

  22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and 

defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for 

surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 

 24“But woe to you who are rich, 

  for you have received your consolation. 

 25“Woe to you who are full now, 

  for you will be hungry. 

 “Woe to you who are laughing now, 

  for you will mourn and weep. 

  26“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the 

false prophets.” 

             

After the reading: 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON Pastor Jeffrey Carstens 

Silence for reflection 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “Let Streams of Living Justice”                          Hymn 710  

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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SERVICE OF INSTALLATION 

 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

  22002222  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  CCoouunncciill  
 

Executive Committee 
 

Elise Spayd – President     Marlea McAdoo – Vice President      

Brad Albright – Secretary     

 James Rotherham – Treasurer (not an elected Council member) 
 

Members-at-large 
 

John Ashcraft     Peg Duelfer    Sandra Farkas   Jane Harps    

Stacy Kemmerer  Cheryl Kraemer     William Lake     Myron Yoder 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The assembly is seated. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

 
P The following people have been elected by St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of Emmaus to positions of leadership on the Congregation Council.  We give thanks for 

their openness to hear God’s calling and their willingness to serve. 
Names of all Council members are read. 

Council members who are present come forward and gather around the font. 
 

P In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission 

of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life 

and our mutual mission as a congregation. 
 

The presiding minister addresses those being installed. 

 

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and 

there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but 

it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  (1 Corinthians 12:4-7/NRSV) 

 

P You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in St. John’s,  Emmaus. 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, 

who gathers us into one together with the whole church.  
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You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, 

service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in St. John’s, Emmaus, in 

the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.  
 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you 

may be glorified.  
 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual 

understanding in this congregation.  
 

The presiding minister addresses directly those being installed. 

 
P On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you:  Will you accept and 

faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected? 
 

Response:  

I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 
The assembly stands.  The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

 

P People of God, I ask you:  Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you 

share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?  

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

P I now declare you installed as Congregation Council members of St. John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Emmaus, and, where appropriate, officers of the same. 

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be 

faithful servants of Christ.  

C Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 

The congregation offers acclamation with applause. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

P The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for 

the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

Blessed are those whose trust is in you. Strengthen the faith of those who profess your 

name and bring reassurance to those who doubt or fear. Through your church speak 

continued blessing into the world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Those who trust in you are like trees planted by streams of water. Bless fruit trees with an 

abundant harvest. Protect rainforests from destruction. Restore land that has eroded after 

deforestation. Resurrect woodlands after forest fires. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Search the hearts of those who govern, that they lead with humility. Inspire leaders to 

collaborate on policies that protect people and the planet. Sustain truth-tellers and social 

movements that challenge society to become more honest and just. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Send your blessings of mercy upon those who long for consolation. Tend to those 

struggling with poverty, unemployment, or uncertainty. Provide for all who are hungry. 

Console those who face persecution. Grant peace to all who suffer. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Renew this congregation in our shared mission. As we plan and dream for the future you 

are preparing, inspire us by the examples of Martin Luther and all the reformers. Bless 

new projects and new ministry partnerships. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Christ is raised from the dead, and so we cling to the hope of the resurrection. We praise 

you for the lives of the saints who lived and died in the hope of eternal life with you. God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 

prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying “Peace be with 

you” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P On the night in which he was betrayed,  

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

      broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

      Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

      Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

      and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

      This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

      shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

      Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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COMMUNION 

P God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to receive it. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  We 

believe and teach that in the Holy Communion the crucified and risen Christ is present, 

giving his true body and blood as food and drink.  This real presence is a mystery. 

 

If you are viewing online worship, we invite you to participate in communion in your 

own home as the Pastor shares communion with you.  

 

 

After all have communed, the assembly stands. 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

 grace. 

C Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER 

A We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 

Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace 

in your Son, Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

P God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 

Amen. 

  

 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

 
 

 

SENDING SONG             “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name”                      Hymn 534 
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DISMISSAL 

A Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                        
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