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It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed us. The 

body and blood of Jesus in holy communion have made us clean. We have died with 

Christ and been raised with him. For all this we have returned to offer thanks. From 

this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to share the good news. 
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  We pray that as 

God speaks to us in worship we will be nurtured in Christian faith and equipped for our 

life of serving love and justice in the world. 

 

 
 

 

St. John’s Prayer Chain members pray for your concerns confidentially each day for a 

week.  Request prayers by contacting the Church Office (info@stjohnsemmaus.org or 

610-965-9885) or coordinator Faith Drescher (fdresch@ptd.net or 610- 966-5321). 

 

 
 

Please remember hospitalized members and friends of St. John’s in your prayers of 

concerns and with a card.   

 

 

 
 

Let us pray . . .  

for our ELCA and our Presiding Bishop, The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton; 

for our Northeastern PA Synod and our Bishop, The Rev. Christopher deForest; 

for our Lehigh Mission District and our Dean, The Rev. Nelson Quinones. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“Stewardship is heart work.” 

                                                                      

mailto:info@stjohnsemmaus.org
mailto:fdresch@ptd.net
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C=Congregation         A=Assisting Minister        P=Presiding Minister 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE    

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PASSING OF THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 

P In the name of the Father, 

     and of the ☩ Son, 

     and of the Holy Spirit. 

     Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 

our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

GATHERING SONG                 “Let the Whole Creation Cry”                        Hymn 876 

The assembly stands to sing. 

 

 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us 

safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with 

grateful hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING                                              Deuteronomy 21:18-21         

18If someone has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey his father and mother, 

who does not heed them when they discipline him, 19then his father and his mother shall 

take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his town at the gate of that 
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place. 20They shall say to the elders of his town, "This son of ours is stubborn and 

rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a glutton and a drunkard." 21Then all the men of the 

town shall stone him to death. So you shall purge the evil from your midst; and all Israel 

will hear, and be afraid. 

 

After the reading: 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:                                                         Proverbs 23:19-25 

 19Hear, my child, and be wise, 

 and direct your mind in the way. 

 20Do not be among winebibbers, 

 or among gluttonous eaters of meat; 

 21for the drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty, 

 and drowsiness will clothe them with rags. 

 22Listen to your father who begot you, 

 and do not despise your mother when she is old. 

 23Buy truth, and do not sell it; 

 buy wisdom, instruction, and understanding. 

 24The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; 

 he who begets a wise son will be glad in him. 

 25Let your father and mother be glad; 

 let her who bore you rejoice. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                       Titus 2:1-8                               

1But as for you, teach what is consistent with sound doctrine. 2Tell the older men to be 

temperate, serious, prudent, and sound in faith, in love, and in endurance. 
3Likewise, tell the older women to be reverent in behavior, not to be slanderers or slaves 

to drink; they are to teach what is good, 4so that they may encourage the young women to 

love their husbands, to love their children, 5to be self-controlled, chaste, good managers 

of the household, kind, being submissive to their husbands, so that the word of God may 

not be discredited. 
6Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. 7Show yourself in all respects a 

model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, gravity, 8and sound speech 

that cannot be censured; then any opponent will be put to shame, having nothing evil to 

say of us. 
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 After the reading: 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                       Matthew 6:25-33 

25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 

more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 

into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 

they? 27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And 

why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 

neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 

one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you — you of little 

faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 

'What will we wear?' 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 

your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
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After the reading: 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

SERMON Pastor Jeff Carstens 

Silence for reflection 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 “You Are Mine”                                       Hymn 581 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

P In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s 

creation. 

Gracious God, we give you thanks for bishops, pastors, and deacons. Inspire leaders of 

the church to proclaim your mighty deeds, that your saving faith may be known to all. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Majestic God, we give you thanks for land and water, seedtime and harvest. Break down 

boundaries we construct between ourselves and the rest of your creation. Bring renewal 

and restoration to places affected by pollution and deforestation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Mighty God, we give you thanks for those in our community, nation, and world who 

work for justice and peace. Guide those who govern to act on behalf of those 

marginalized by race, ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Merciful God, we give you thanks that you hear the cries of those in need. Restore to 

community those who are stigmatized by illness, feel rejected, or who live in isolation. 

Send healing to all who suffer. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Faithful God, we give you thanks for the healing ministries of this congregation. Equip 

those who visit, care, and pray for the sick. Give insight to doctors, nurses, home health 

aides, and all practitioners of medical arts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for your faithful people who have gone before us to 

your glory. Renew our trust in your eternal promises of mercy, redemption, and new life. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying “Peace be with 

you” or similar words. 

 

An Offering of Song may be presented by the choir at this time. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P On the night in which he was betrayed,  

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

      broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

      Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

      Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

      and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

      This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

      shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

      Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

P God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to receive it. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  We 

believe and teach that in the Holy Communion the crucified and risen Christ is present, 

giving his true body and blood as food and drink.  This real presence is a mystery. 
  
 Those who for reasons of health do not drink wine, commune fully when receiving only 
the bread.  In partaking of either element (bread or wine), the whole Christ is received.  
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome at the altar 
to receive a blessing. 
 
To receive the Sacrament, please follow the directions of an usher to the front of the 

church via the center aisle.  Receive the host from the pastor.  Step to the side and take 

an empty cup from the tray, then receive the wine from the Communion Assistant.  Return 

to your pew via the side aisle, placing your used cup in the waste basket.   

 
Persons who are not able to come to the altar are invited to sit in the first pew on the 
pulpit side where the Pastor will commune you.  Please notify an usher. 
 
During this period of online worship, we invite you to participate in communion in your 

own home as the Pastor shares communion with you. 
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COMMUNION HYMN        “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”                       Hymn 502 

  

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

 grace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER 

A God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

P God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 

bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 

  

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

 
 

 

SENDING SONG                    “How Firm a Foundation”                              Hymn 796 

 

DISMISSAL 

A  Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical Texts and Music 
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