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Easter Egg Hunt 
 

  On Sunday, April 2 (Palm Sunday) children ran around the lawn picking up 
Easter eggs filled with treats.  It was a beautiful day and there were many 
happy children. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Organ Dedication 

  The Dedication of the Organ will be held on Sunday, May 21 at 2:00 pm with a Fellowship to follow. 
 
  We are putting together a ceremony and would like your help. The service will have several hymns and we 
are asking you to submit your favorite ones. The top five hymns requested will be incorporated into the cere-
mony. Forms are in the passageway, back of the church, and Parish Hall bulletin board. Please place all com-
pleted forms in “music” boxes or email your response to Kathy Mintzer  at Kmintzer1939@gmail.com.  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
One of the magazines that recently came to our house boasted a headline about fixing delightful dinners with-
out effort.  Save time.  Save energy.  No muss, no fuss.  It’s a very attractive notion for busy people who are 
constantly on the go, people who don’t have the time for meals.   
 
It occurs to me that we sometimes have the same mindset when it comes to worship.  We’re very busy nowa-
days with places to go and people to see, and so we want worship service to be like our meals, quick and con-
venient.  We want the sermon to be brief and to the point.  We want to get in and get out.  Save time.  Save 
energy.  Church with no muss, no fuss.  I remember a Peanuts cartoon where Charlie Brown brings supper to 
his dog Snoopy.  Charlie explains to Snoopy how feeding him is really simple, quick, and no effort at all.  
Snoopy thinks, “I’d rather be worth the effort.”   
 
I wonder if God may feel the same way as Snoopy.  Maybe we want our worship services to be simple, brief, 
and require no effort on our part.  But maybe God feels like Snoopy: “I’d rather be worth the effort.”  Surely 
God is worth the effort and the energy and the time it takes for meaningful worship.  And so: 
 
 Rather than looking at our watches throughout service, let us look up to the cross.   
 Rather than recounting all the things we need to do later in the day, let us recount all the things God has 

done for us.   
 Rather than focusing on what we want to get from worship, let us focus on the reason we worship in the 

first place: God — our Creator, our Redeemer, our Sanctifier.    
 

Surely our God is worth our effort and energy and time. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Jeff 

Information on Upcoming Call Process 
 

  Now that we’ve all been informed about Pastor Jeff’s retirement in August, I want to assure you that Council 
is doing everything possible to prepare for the call process.  I’ve been in touch with the Synod and they have 
informed me that we can’t do anything until July at the earliest.  Reverend Jean Huber, Associate to the Bish-
op will work with St. John’s throughout the process.  Sometime in July or August, Rev. Huber will visit St. 
John’s to discuss what will happen next.  If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to reach out to any 
member of Council. You can also call me at 484-347-3328 or email me at elise2113@aol.com.  We will do 
our best to answer any questions or concerns that you have and to keep you updated on our progress.   

mailto:Kmintzer1939@gmail.com
mailto:elise2113@aol.com
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Breakfast and Lunch Bunch 
 

  Join the Lunch Bunch on Friday, May 12 at 11:30 
am at The Superior. 
 
  The Breakfast Bunch will meet at 8:00 am on Fri-
day,  May 26 at The Superior. 
   
  Call Donna Gerhart at 610-730-3919 if you plan 
to attend. Then if you have already signed up and 
decide not to attend, please call Donna to cancel 
your reservations.  Also, please be on time.  

POF (People Over Fifty) 
   
  May’s meeting is Wednesday, May 10. Please call 
at least a day in advance and leave a message if  
you plan to attend. 
   
  POF is scheduled to meet the second Wednesday 
of every month in 2023 at 11:00 am.  

Knitting for Charity (KFC) 
 

  The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 3 
from 9:00-11:00 am in Room #1. 

Second Sunday Fellowships  
 

  Second Sunday Fellowships have resumed. 
Fellowships will take place in the Parish Hall 
following the 8:00 and 10:30 am services. 
However, because of scheduling conflicts, the 
next fellowship will be Sunday, May 21. Mark 
your calendars now! And please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship.  
 
  Bakers and servers needed for the fellow-
ships: If you are willing to bake or serve for a 
fellowship, call Audra Berner at 610-393-2333 
or contact the church office. 

April Council Highlights 
 

• Council approved the Stewardship Com-
mittee's recommendation to have 1 service 
on Celebration Sunday, November 12 at 
9:30 am, followed by a luncheon.  

 
• Council approved the Worship & Music 

Committee's recommendation to hold one 
service each Sunday at 9:30 am during the 
summer, from June 11 through Septem-
ber 10. 

Office Administrator 
Position Available 

 
  I am retiring as of September 21, 2023.  
 
  We’ve started the hiring process. You’ll 
find a flyer in this newsletter outlining the 
details of the position. 
 
  If you know someone who might be inter-
ested, the deadline to submit a resume is  
June 16. 
 
  We plan to hire with a starting date of Mon-
day, August 28. 
 

                                  Barbara Walck 
 

Homebound Birthdays 
In May 

 
  There are no May birthdays. 

One Worship Service  
During the Summer 

 
  The decision has been made to hold just one 
worship service every Sunday.   
 
  This will start Sunday, June 11 and continue 
through September 10. 
 
  The service will be at 9:30 am. 
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2023 Vacation Bible School 
 
  VBS Food Truck Party rolls into town beginning Sunday, July 16 - Thursday, July 20 from 5:30-8:00 
pm.  Please reserve the dates so you can help out by sharing any and all of your talents.  We will experience 
and proclaim how the Lord’s word feeds us in so many ways.   
  
  DECORATING DATES are set as we continue our partnership with Holy Spirit.  This tradition helps both 
churches get ready for VBS using all those art skills we first learned in kindergarten. 
We will meet at Holy Spirit entering from the door at the lower level. 
 
 Monday,  May 1 – 6:30-8:00 pm 
 Thursday, May 18 – 1:00-2:30 pm 
 
  Please come and help whenever you can for as short or long as you can.  There is great fun and fellowship to 
be had. 

Calling all gardeners! 
 Plant a little extra  
for those in need.  

 
  The Outreach Committee is encouraging all gar-
deners to plant a little extra in their garden again 
this year.   
 
  We will again be collecting extra produce this 
summer in the Parish Hall on select dates (dates 
will be announced later).  Members can make a 
free will offering for the produce and any extra 
produce will be donated to Groceries Plus, the 
emergency food pantry serving the Emmaus 
Community and hosted by Bethel Bible Fellow-
ship Church. 

Adult Sunday School 
 
  The Adult Class will meet the first 2 weeks in May 
in the parish hall during the Sunday School hour. 
  
5/7 -  Jeremiah's Call and Commission  
               Jeremiah 1: 4-10 
  
5/14 -  Ezekiel's Call     Ezekiel 3: 1-11 
  
  No Adult class until September. 

Spring Benefit Hafla  
Belly Dance Show 

   
  Sunday, May 7 4:00 pm in St. John's Parish Hall 

 
  Join us for a great afternoon celebrating the beau-
ty of belly dance. Carmen's students along with 
other local belly dance talent will share the stage 
for a good cause. $10 donation to attend. 
 
  This event will raise money for Ivy Hill Thera-
peutic Equestrian Center. Ivy Hill provides equine-
assisted services to all individuals in an inclusive 
and accessible environment designed to promote 
independence and confidence.  
  Look up https://www.ivyhillequestrian.org/ to 
learn more. 

Prayer Chain 
 

  Members pray for your concerns confidentially 
each day for a week.  
 
  To request prayers, contact the church office by 
email at officemanager@stjohnsemmaus.org or 
by phone at 610-965-9885 or call Faith Drescher 
at 610-966-5321 or email her at fdresch@ptd.net. 

WELCA 
 
  WELCA is in the planning stage to begin again 
in September.  
   
  Officers have volunteered and we are looking to 
see if there is an interest. If you would like to 
come out, enjoy a program and socialize, let us 
know.   Express your interest to Debbie Yoder, 
Sandy Farkas or the church office.  

https://www.ivyhillequestrian.org/?fbclid=IwAR2YWNXJNriX_2RlFFFdtUJ4E8ZNfhIqasOuPqdhsrU10PMRHv2wGFWmF98
mailto:fdresch@ptd.net
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Pajama Party 

Thank You Notes 
   
Support the Troops: 
  I have decided to end my role as the Sup-
port the Troops Coordinator. Thank you to 
all who have given so generously over the 
past 11 years!                          Faye Schuler 
********************************** 
  The Allentown Food Bank thanks us for 
our donation (collected during the Souper 
Bowl of Caring). 
*********************************** 
Dear Pastor Jeff and my Church Family, 
  Thank you Pastor Jeff for visiting me in 
the hospital. Your visit was so welcoming 
and talking with you was so encouraging. 
You are a true blessing. 
  Thank you to Faith for delivering the 
beautiful church flowers for me when I 
came home. 
  Thank you for all the beautiful cards and 
words of faith and encouragement. God 
truly answered all our prayers. I’m doing 
well. Thank you also for all the phone calls 
checking on me. 
                             Blessings, Cookie Heiser 
*********************************** 
  This church and congregation meant eve-
rything to my mother (Ann Pickin) and you 
were her family and friends. We are thank-
ful for your love and friendship. 
                 Kerry (Pickin) Paumi and family 
*********************************** 
  Thank you for the many cards, letters and 
calls received at Easter and my birthday. 
Thank you for the Easter lily plant. 
  Thank you for the expressions of sympa-
thy and concern on the death of our sister, 
Frederica Foerster (“Rica”), a retired Chel-
tenham Township school teacher, living in 
Elkins Park, PA and for the past 6 years in 
Springfield Life Community in Ambler. 
  I am still “on 2 feet above ground” and 
will begin further physical therapy in the 
weeks ahead. 

Shalom!  Pastor Fred and Mimi Foerster 
*********************************** 
  The Lehigh Conference of Churches 
thanks us for our recent contribution to 
support our neighbors in need. 
*********************************** 

Bear Creek Lutheran Camp 
 

  Although we have had some balmy days, summer is 
not with us yet.  Please note that registration for Bear 
Creek Summer Camp, located in the picturesque Po-
conos near Wilkes Barre is now open.  This 8 week 
summer camp begins June 18 with the last week Au-
gust 6.  There are many options for various ages begin-
ning with Try-Camp for kids who have completed 
grades 1 and 2 through Senior High Adven-
tures.  Please visit bearcreekcamp.org for details.   
 
  Through the gracious gift of the Foerster-Bray ac-
count, we have funds to help with the cost of a week at 
camp or a family retreat. 

Soup Suppers Thank You 

  I would like to thank all the folks who joined us on 
Wednesday nights for our Soup Supper and Service 
during Lent.  It was a wonderful time to spend with my 
church family. Special thanks to all the soup makers, 
bread bakers (and buyers) and drink suppliers. Many 
thanks for the monetary donations for all the extras. 
Any surplus will be added to the GIFT budget to con-
tinue with all the fellowships and events that are 
planned for the year. Without all your donations, our 
dinners would not have been possible. Most important-
ly, thank you to my church family for stepping up to 
help with serving, washing dishes and cleaning up each 
week. It was an amazing feeling when you all walked 
in the kitchen and said…what can I do to help? Now 
that’s what I call family!  

  Thinking about the future, maybe we can have a pot 
luck bingo on a Wednesday night?  I’ll use any excuse 
to get together with the people I love! 

                                         Thanks again, Kathy Mintzer 

Volunteer Thank You 
  
  Mary Ann Aten has decided to "retire" from her vol-
unteer service at the Allentown Area Ecumenical 
Food Bank.  The Food Bank and St. John's volunteers 
want to sincerely thank her for her over 20 years of 
service to the Food Bank.  Many of those years were 
spent as St. John's Food Bank Coordinator.  Thank 
you and well done, Mary Ann! 
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Children’s Stewardship Corner 
 

Increase Stewardship 
 
  After learning what stewardship is, push children to perform more acts that 
make them stewards of God.  

  Have them record how they spend time during the week. Review the records together to see how they are 

using their time towards stewardship.  

  Ask them to identify ways they can use their time more effectively.  

  Students can share what they learned about stewardship by creating a skit, presentation or poster. This not 
only allows the children to show their understanding, it also raises awareness and encourages stewardship 
throughout the organization. 

Getting rid of ‘all the crap’ 
 

  And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not con-
sist in the abundance of possessions.” Luke 12: 15 
 
  The father of small children was commiserating about how hard it is to keep the house clean with energetic, 
active, creative kids at home. “What really gets to me about cleaning the house,” he said, “is all the crap.”  
  
  Crap. Not just the toys and stuffed animals that overflow from toy bins, under beds and closets. The adult 
stuff, too – the gadgets crowding the kitchen, the cleaning products jammed under the sink, the stuff crammed 
in the medicine cabinet, the yard junk all over the lawn, and on and on.  
  
  The crap factor comes to mind in Jesus' parable of “the rich fool” in Luke 12:17-20. The fool has so much 
stuff, he wants bigger barns to hold it all. The parable should strike a chord with us in America, where accu-
mulation is such a big problem that self-storage (our ”bigger barns”) is booming business.  
 
  A man of few possessions, Jesus kept everything simple. He must have known how hard it is to focus on 
godly living when are lives are cluttered with stuff. Of course, Jesus’ parable talks about possessions, but the 
same principle applies to the mind and heart’s clutter of ideas, loyalties and desires that distract us from God. 
 
  How cluttered is your house? Your mind? Your soul? 
 
  For the month of May, consider a house cleaning to get rid of unneeded, unnecessary stuff. And prayerfully 
consider what “clutter” may be in your mind, heart and soul as well. What needs to be tossed out, recycled or 
donated in order that your house and your spirit can focus on what’s truly important? That is, the things of 
God. 
 
Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard   
 
Submitted by Diane Felegy, Stewardship Committee 
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Allentown Ecumenical Food Bank  
 

  The Allentown Food Bank has expressed a need for diapers,  as well as pull-ups, in addition to their normal 
food items. They are also in need of new or used canvas or plastic grocery bags. Please drop off your dona-
tions in the coat room and at the back of the sanctuary.  Thank you for your support of the food bank.   
 
Most needed foods: 
Shelf-stable individual microwavable meals such as Dinty Moore Stew 
Ready-to-prepare side dishes                                   Tuna 
Simply Fruit or All-Fruit jelly/jam                           Peanut Butter 
Rice - Brown or White - 1 lb. bags                           Instant Mashed Potatoes 
Dried Beans (black, kidney, pinto) or lentils            Pasta - 1 lb. packages 

Emmaus Food Bank at Bethel Church 
 

  The Groceries Plus Food Bank at Bethel Church greatly appreciates your continued support. Food and sup-
ply donations can be dropped off at the Bethel Church office Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am-4:00 pm at 418 Elm 
St, Emmaus. For more information, call Steve at 610-966-7974.  
 Please, only items listed below.  
 Due to our pantry stocking constraints and client needs, only regular sized items. 
 Any items past use by/best buy date will have to be discarded per USDA rules.  
 
List of needed items:  
Pop Tarts                       Kids’ Cereal                    Instant Oatmeal (boxed)           Cake Mixes 
Ketchup                         Mustard                           BBQ Sauce                               Mayonnaise 
Pickles                            Relish                             Salad Dressings  
Coffee - Regular 16 oz 
Fruit ( Pears, Peaches, Fruit Cocktail, Pineapple)  approx. 15 oz size 
Ravioli / Pasta / SpaghettiOs / Chef Boyardee w/sauce canned 
SPAM or Luncheon Loaf Meat 
Toothpaste                      VO5 Shampoo and Conditioner                Mouth Wash (Dollar Tree) 
Napkins (small pack) Dollar Tree 

Supporting the Military 
 
  The Outreach Committee has partnered with the Philadelphia Airport USO to collect items for use at 
their center.  In 2022, the center served over 40,000 guests (active duty, reserve, national guard, retirees, and 
their dependents).  The center has a full service kitchen and serves a hot breakfast, hot dogs and sandwich-
es.   It is a welcomed refuge from the stress of traveling, sometimes to hostile areas.   The center also serves 
as the last stop for Coast Guard recruits on their way to Cape May.   
  Below is a list of needed items.  Money can also be donated towards the purchase of these items. We plan 
to have this as an ongoing collection.   Please contact Cheryl Kraemer at 484-894-5558 with questions. 
 
Trash Bags (13, 33, 55 gallon)                Paper Towels                   Liquid Dish Soap 
Laundry Detergent Pods                          
Pine-Sol Cleaner                                     Bleach 
Aluminum Foil - 12 inch                        Plastic Wrap - 12 inch      Zip Lock Storage Bags - gallon size     
Paper Napkins                                         6” Paper Plates                 Heavy weight bowls – large and 12 oz. 
Plastic Eating Utensils - medium or heavy weight 
Tuna                                                        Healthy Snack Bars - granola, protein (individually wrapped) 
Vanilla and Chocolate Pudding - individual serving                       Non-refrigerated Coffee Creamers 



 

 

St. John’s 2023-24 Congregation Council:  Brad Albright (Secretary), John Ashcraft, Rebecca Crilley, Peg 
Duelfer, Sandy Farkas, Jane Harps, Alanah Kemmerer (Student Representative), Stacy Kemmerer, Cheryl 
Kraemer, Bill Lake (Vice President), Kevin Schmidt, Elise Spayd (President), Myron Yoder 

St. John’s Newsletter 
Published Monthly by 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 

Sunday Worship:   8:00 am & 10:30 am 
Sunday School for all ages:  9:15 am  

(Sept.-May) 
Office hours: M-Th 8:30-3:00 

Telephone:  610-965-9885 
pastor@stjohnsemmaus.org 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: 484-544-9403 
Website:  www.stjohnsemmaus.org 

Hospital ID #279 
Deadline: Noon the 15th of every month 

Email: officemanager@stjohnsemmaus.org 
 

Staff 
The Rev. Jeffrey S. Carstens, Pastor 

Timothy M. Ginder, Music Ministry Director 
Denise Mill, Preschool Director 

Mary Racek, Preschool Teacher Assistant 
Barbara E. Walck, Office Administrator 

Anna Galante, Bookkeeper 
Brian P. Dunton, Custodian 

The Rev. Fred S. Foerster, Pastor Emeritus 

Newsletter Sponsorship: 
 

   In memory of son, David Miller, by Ray and  
MaryAnn Miller. 

Sponsorships 
 

The cost for sponsorships in 2023: 
 
Altar flowers - $21.50 each vase - 2 per week 
 
Bulletins - $30 per week - 1 per week 
 
Newsletter - $25 per month - 2 per month 



PART-TIME OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

Monday-Thursday  8:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Email cover letter and resume by  

June 16, 2023 

officemanager@stjohnsemmaus.org 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Emmaus, PA 

Duties: 

 Providing administrative and secretarial support 

 Answering phones and greeting visitors 

 Supervising and coordinating volunteers 

Experience Required: 

 Ability to work independently with minimal supervision 

 Proficiency in Word, Excel and Publisher, as well as a database 

 Customer service 

 Volunteer Management 

 Writing and editing 

 Familiarity with finance and budget processes 


